
Are you phsyically present in the 
United States?

You may not apply for 
asylum

No

No

Yes
Are you currently in proceedings 

before EOIR?

Yes Are you a US citizen?

Key

File by mail only

File by mail or online

Not elegible to file

File with EOIR not USCIS

You have already filed

You may not apply for 
asylumYes

Have you been issued an A Number? No
You may file the I-589 
with USCIS either by 

mail or online
Yes

Are you currently, or were you 
previously determioned to be an 

"Unaccompanied Alien Child"

No

You may not apply for 
asylum with USCIS. You 
must file your form with 

EOIR

No

Did DHS previously issue you 
a Notice to Appear, but you have 
never been in immigration court 

proceedings?

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

No

Were you previously in 
immigration court but your 

proceedings were terminated or 
dismissed by EOIR?

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

No

Are you filing as a 
principal applicant on your own 

I-589 and at the same time included as a 
dependent on your spouse's or 

parent's I-589?

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

No

Are you filing 
because you were 

already granted asylum 
status as a derivative asylee, but you 

are unable to adjust your status to 
LPR due to a loss of 

derivative 
relaitonship?

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

No

Are you filing 
because you withdrew 

from a principal applicant's I-589 
as a dependent, or you lost derivative 

status due to marriage, divorce, 
or death of the principal 

applicant?

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

No

Did you previously file an 
I-589 with USCIS that you withdrew, 

and you were not placed in 
immigration court 

proceedings?

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

No

Did you already 
submit an I-589 to USCIS 

and your application is still pending 
with USCIS, or USCIS has not 
acknowledged receipt of your 

application?

You may not file another 
I-589 with USCIS by 

mail or online

No 

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

You may file the I-589 
with USCIS either by 

mail or online

All information on this flow chart has been taken directly from the USCIS Form I-589 Filing Instructions Tool found at https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/form-i-589-filing-instructions-tool. 

This flowchart is not intended to be used as legal advice for your specific case. It is always advisable to consult with a licensed attorney to determine immigration benefit elegibility.

Yes

Start Here

Submission methods for filing your 
I-589 Application for Asylum and 
Withholding of Removal

Did you previously file a Form I-589 
with USCIS that was denied or dismissed 
and you were placed in immigration court 

proceedings?

No

Yes

You may file your I-589 
with USCIS, but you 

must file it by mail; not 
online

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/form-i-589-filing-instructions-tool.
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